TO:      All CML Members
FR:       Kevin Bommer, Legislative Advocacy Manager (kbommer@cml.org) 
Rachel Allen, Staff Attorney (rallen@cml.org)
RE:       Medical Marijuana Licensing - August 1st deadline guidance
Many of our members may have already received the attached document from Matt Cook, the Department of Revenue Senior Director of Enforcement, regarding guidance to municipalities, counties, and applicants for medical marijuana licenses.
The memorandum establishes the Medical Marijuana Enforcement Division’s (MED) policy pertaining to the statutory requirements on existing medical marijuana facilities and those that applied to their local governments by June 30, 2010. 
It is important to note that while some may disagree with parts of the interpretations, any current or potential medical marijuana business owner failing to meet the state’s requirements will likely result in the denial of a state license for legal operation on July 1, 2011 and potentially being shut down by the MED.  Since both a local and a state license are required to legally operate on and after July 1, 2011 – in the same manner that liquor licensees must have both a local and state license – any local policy that contradicts the elements the state will effectively result in that business or potential business being shut down or never opening in the first place. Municipalities are advised to make every attempt possible to pass this information on to existing facilities, as well as those that made application to operate at the local level prior to July 1, 2010.
Please note that any local applications received after July 1, 2010 to operate prior to July 1, 2011 will be viewed by the MED to be operating in contravention of § 12-43.3-103, C.R.S., and therefore any subsequent operation granted by any local government will be likely deemed illegal by the MED. Barring a change in the statute or any court order that directs otherwise, it appears that will then result in the subsequent denial of any state license by the MED.
CML is your resource for assistance, future development of local licensing and operational ordinances, and representation before the state on development of rules and regulations later this year.  The League established a page on our website (http://www.cml.org/info/issues/mmj.aspx), on which we will continue to post information for our members that is timely and appropriate – including licensing ordinances, opt-out ordinances, and opt-out ballot questions as they all become available.  In addition, we will continue to distribute timely information to our members through our publications, listservs, and via the CMLUpdate emails.  Of course, we are always happy to assist our members directly.  Please email (kbommer@cml.org orrallen@cml.org) or call (303-831-6411 or 866-578-0936).
In addition, questions about the state licensing policies and statutory interpretations should be directed to the State Medical Marijuana Enforcement Division:
Medical Marijuana Enforcement Division
6200 Dahlia Street
Commerce City, CO 80022
Phone: 303-205-THC1 (8421) 
medicalmarijuana@spike.dor.state.co.us
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