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Hugh McKean 







7-1-13
1645 Carol Drive

Loveland CO 80537

Loveland City Councilman

Dear Mr. McKean,

I would like to insure our City of Loveland leaders are aware of a position our State Government has put our business in.  While the situation is quite complicated the position we are standing up for is not. 

Today, July 1st 2013 marks the beginning of a new day in the business profile of Colorado Youth Outdoors (CYO).  CYO as you know is a local non profit incorporated in Loveland.  Our mission is to support our community by investing in relationships between youth and their parents.  We have shared our service with thousands in our area since 2001.  We use traditional outdoor experiences including the recreation of the shooting sports to introduce our participants to one another and to our wonderful Colorado outdoor opportunities.  
HB 1229 passed in the 2013 legislative session and  today becomes law.  This law effects our ability to perform our programming and business model as we own several dozen firearms.  While the new law has provisions for loaning of firearms, the stringent control of how and for how long makes our business model illegal.  Not only are we constrained in our programming but also in how we support other qualified non profits who have need of equipment like this.  The new law also adds a level of liability burden of which may exceed our abilities to operate as in the past. 
To insure clear communication to our State Leaders (Governor Hickenlooper) the CYO Board of Trustees in early June voted unanimously to join the legal complaint originally filed by many of our State’s Sheriff departments.   Our complaint is different in nature in that the new law effects how we do business vs the complaint of how to enforce.  Either complaint I will assure you is valid and needs to be represented.  It is this need of representation that we hope you and your council would support in drafting a letter letting our Governor know how misaligned this law is with the lives of law abiding citizens and in our case lawful business practices. 

Should the members of the council wish to better understand our position I would be happy to visit with them. 

Sincerely,
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Bob Hewson

Executive Director 

Colorado Youth Outdoors
209 E. 4th Street Loveland, Colorado  80537       Phone (970) 663-0800 www.coloradoyo.org
