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•• Email Story •• 

What do Republicans stand for?

A few days ago, I posted the Colorado Club for Growth's endorsement of Kevan McNaught in the GOP primary for Colorado House District 51.

This race is a microcosm of both the pathetic state of today's Republican Party and its hope.

The two candidates on the GOP side are Kevan McNaught and Don Marostica. (Click on their names to see their web sites.)

McNaught represents the hope of the party. He has no significant political history, but his principles represent what the GOP should stand for. (Most of you know that I'm not a social conservative, as Kevan is, but I can live with social conservatives who truly believe in and will legislate for economic liberty and strong property rights.) 

McNaught is for lower taxes, against the use of eminent domain except where absolutely necessary, against government intrusion on private property rights. He is a man of principle who is running for office because he cares about good government, and returning government to its proper role.

In comparison to the Federal Congress, McNaught reminds me of young fiscally responsible Representatives like Jeff Flake, Mike Pence, and Paul Ryan.

Marostica represents everything that is wrong with the party. He has apparently used his time in office on the Loveland City Council to get favors and enrich himself and his friends, including using eminent domain to transfer part of a private farm to another developer (under the guise of needing it for a road.)

He gave substantial money to support Referendum C, the largest tax increase in the history of the state and he was recently quoted in the newspaper as saying Ref C was the "best thing ever to happen" to Colorado. He opposes capping the size of the tax hike despite current projections of it taking at least 30% more from taxpayers than the original forecast. He also voted to raise Loveland's sales and use taxes even though Loveland was already collecting much more than the prior year and more than projected. Yet his web site says he supports low taxes. Since this is my web site, I'll just say "bullshit".

Equally b.s. is his claim to support strong property rights. He supports rights for developers but not for small farmers, quite obviously. 

What I find most frightening is that Marostica's first issue on his web site is getting more highway money for his area. My suspicion, based simply on Marostica's past behavior, is that Marostica has (and will get more) property along highways and he will try to get taxpayer money spent to get off-ramps to his property and other public spending to increase the value of his or his friends' property.

In case it isn't clear, I don't trust Marostica at all. As silly as it might sound, I think you can actually get the sense of what these two candidates are like just by seeing their pictures on their web sites. Give it a try. I'd be interested in your gut reactions to seeing their pictures. I know what mine was.

Again, comparing to the Federal Congress, Marostica reminds me of Jerry Lewis, the king of earmarks who is opposing any reform of Congress' outrageously wasteful spending.

Marostica, like Lewis, represents the absolute worst of the Republican Party and the type of person who will be responsible for its becoming a perennial minority party as it abandons the fiscal responsibility which was once the party's hallmark.

Another very interesting fact about the race is that Kevan McNaught has raised just over $11,000 wherease Don Marostica has contributed $115,000 of his own money and raised another $20K from friends, including other local developers. Hmmmm...I wonder what they expect to get when he wins. Could it be a share of that "highway money"? Why would Marostica spend 4 times the annual salary of that job unless he thought he would make a lot more another way? And before you say that he just believes he can do good things for the citizens while in office, keep in mind that there are persistent and very believable rumors that he quit his position on the Loveland City Council because he could not get a waiver of conflict of interest rules. He wanted to be able to vote on or influence his own development's contract with the city. When he couldn't, he left the city council. Again, I haven't proven that story but I have heard it from people who are likely to know. It certainly all fits with his prior behavior.

There are other races in the state with similar implications: In CO Senate District 13 Republican primary, the fiscal conservative Scott Renfroe is running against the big-spending Dale Hall.

In Senate District 22, it's not clear that current short-term incumbent Kiki Traylor is the low-tax Republican she claims, and she faces a strong challenge from two truly conservative opponents, Mike Kopp and Justin Everett.

In both of these races, the GOP establishment seems to be lining up behind the least fiscally conservative candidates. Hall was an outright supporter of Ref C, and Traylor might have been, especially since the Senator who picked her was known as a "moderate", and Traylor seems to be getting support from Democrats and special interests, according to those following the money.

When I see Republicans like Marostica and Dale Hall, it makes me want to take a shower when I remember that I am a registered Republican. (I'll probably switch back to Libertarian soon....) If the GOP does not stand for fiscal responsibility, if they are going to spend as recklessly and govern as unethically, if they are going to be as beholden to special interests whose primary goal is to raise our taxes and take the money, then they give me no reason to go to the polls in November. They have become Democrats except that they also want to make abortion illegal.

If the Republican Party wants a future, particularly in swing states with fairly even voter registration and many Indepdendents such as Colorado, they MUST return to being a party of principle. It is a big tent, with room for many positions on social issues. But the very foundation of the party must be the principle of limited government and the low taxes that would accompany it. Abandoning those principles is not simply walking out of the big tent, but burning it down.

For any of you who care about good government, I urge you to contribute a few bucks to Kevan McNaught's campaign before the end of July. You can use the PayPal link on his site, or mail a check to:

Friends of Kevan McNaught
267-B East 29th Street,. Ste 201
Loveland, CO 80538

As distasteful as it is, it takes money to win a political race, even for the good guy. If guys like McNaught lose, we all lose

