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Loveland Citizens’ Group Circulating Petitions to Get Campaign Finance Reform Measure on November Ballot
Date: July 2, 2007
Release:  Immediately
Contact: Dr. David Nordstrom,  669-8093
Loveland -- A nonpartisan group of local citizens have been qualified by the City Clerk to circulate a petition to place city campaign finance reform on the ballot this November.  The petition will be circulated by the newly formed group of Loveland residents calling itself “Lovelanders for Fair Elections.” 
The initiative would add an article to the city charter that will limit campaign contributions to City Council and Mayoral candidates to $100 per contributor and prohibit contributions from corporations and labor unions.  In addition, the measure will increase transparency in the local political process by setting-up a reporting mechanism that allows Loveland residents greater access to information about who is contributing money to local politicians’ campaigns.
Unlike candidates for state and federal offices, candidates for Loveland City Council and Mayor currently may accept unlimited campaign contributions from nearly any source including companies or individuals who have significant business before the City of Loveland.
According to the group’s spokesman, David Nordstrom, “the initiative is needed to create more competition for City Council races that have been uncontested in previous years, by opening the political process to candidates who are not financed by moneyed interests.”
Lovelanders for Fair Elections is a non-partisan group and will not be supporting or opposing anyone for local office.  Instead, the citizens group has come together to support common sense reforms which, it says, will lead to greater citizen interest and participation in local elections.
According to the initiative;

“…. large campaign contributions to political candidates allow wealthy contributors and special interest groups to exercise a disproportionate level of influence over the political process…large campaign contributions create the potential for corruption and the appearance of corruption..”
For further information about the initiative or to help with the petition drive, members of the public are urged to contact Dr. David Nordstrom, 669-8093.   
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